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the railway seemed to be timbered, and .there were huge
piles of timber lying alongside the line in many places.
After Alexandrov we stopped at every station, and at each
stop there were crowds of people, many of them would-be
passengers; and at each stop there was some incident.
In these villages, most of them built of wood and with
ample gardens around each house, the arrival of the train
was the event of the day.   And it was one of the main
opportunities for independent trading, too.   The whole
village seemed to be down to see the train.   Even a village
with a handful of houses could produce a hundred or more
people on the platform.   There were women, with white
and coloured shawls;  children, some of them very small;
beggars,   crossing   themselves   and* asking   for   bread;
soldiers.   The women and children were selling milk,
cucumbers (pickled or fresh), potatoes (even by the sackful),
eggs, and raspberries.   In Petrovskoe milk was sixteen
roubles a litre;   cucumbers, one rouble each;   potatoes,
eight roubles a kilo;  eggs, five roubles each;  and there
were carrots and onions.   Quite a hundred people waited
on the platform.   To add to the confusion at each station,
most of the passengers get out and mingle with the crowd;
and the illegal passengers (on the roof, buffers, and in the
spaces between the coaches, and on the steps of each
coach) drop off until the whistle blows.   The train starts
slowly, and there is time for most (sometimes not all) the
passengers to jump on again as it steams out.    The
attendant has to prevent new passengers getting in, to allow
legitimate passengers to get off and on again, and to inter-
vene in the squabbles which invariably arise out of the
trading at each station.   At Petrovskoe a furious cucumber-
seller tried to follow a passenger into the coach next to
ours—the passenger had not paid the right amount for his
cucumbers.   The attendant let the passenger through and
barred  the  way  to  the  saleswoman.   Whereupon  the
saleswoman picked up her cucumbers one by one out of
her basket and bombarded the attendant with them.   Her

